COLLEGIATETIMES

FRIDAY

www.collegiatetimes.com

What's next?

Who is he talking about? What was he like?
What will happen to Norris? Why Norris Hall? Will students
ever be the same? What will the rest of the semester be like? How long
will the media stay? When did he tape that video? Why did he do it? Why was
Emily Hilscher first? Why did he photograph himself that way? Why did he send the
package to NBC? Will a lot of students come back for the rest of the semester? How will this
affect the prospective freshman class? What will happen to his dorm room? Why would he kill people
he doesn't know? Will security change? Can campus be safe again? How will they handle graduation?
Where do we go from here? What will happen with classes? Who is he talking about? What was he like?
What will happen to Norris? Why Norris Hall? Will students ever be the same? What will the rest of the
semester be like? How long will the Why? How will they handle
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Students given several options for semester’s end

As students, faculty; staff and mem-
bers of a community we have started
the healing process with resolve.
Hokies are spending time with fam-
ily and friends, remembering the
victims, and slowly but surely coming
to terms with these events.

The Provost has issued a letter
stating that classes will resume on
Monday, but the way students will
finish the semester is up to them.

Students have three options to
determine their semester grade. The
first option is getting a grade based
on materials that have already been
submitted prior to April 16. The sec-
ond is already submitted material plus
any other material a student wishes to
submit for a grade. The last option

is to turn in the material that would
have been submitted for grade upon
regular completion of the course.

The Provosts letter asks for discus-
sion of these events from various
perspectives, and also mentions the
choices students will have for comple-
tion of the semester.

Professor Benfield of the Biology
department states, “we want to be
flexible, and do what the students
want to do”

Faculty members will meet Friday
to discuss further details, but the
general consensus is geared towards
allowing students to have flexibility.

Members of the faculty have also
expressed a wish to see less of the
media around campus, hoping that

students and faculty have more
peace in the coming days. Professor
Benfield asserts that the healing pro-
cess will be strengthened if there is less
media coverage when students return
to classes.

The Provost states, “Flexibility and
attention to the needs of the students
is a high priority ... In support of their
emotional well-being, it is recom-
mended that students continue to
participate in class activities as part of
the Virginia Tech community.”

The letter goes on to state that the
course withdrawal option will be
extended until the last day of classes,
and each student will also have that
time to choose their course comple-
tion method.

Faculty members agree this sounds
like the most reasonable option. It
allows for students to leave campus
without any grade penalties. Benfield
states that he and other faculty
members and counselors have made
themselves available if students need
to talk.

The letter encourages students to
return to class, and many people
on campus hope that next week,
normalcy will return to the campus.
The Provost concluded his letter
stating that the students whose lives
were taken will be awarded degrees
posthumously for which they were
enrolled this semester.
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TODAY

4 Hokie Hope: all day, worldwide

4 Hokie Hangout: 1 pm. - 7 pm,,
Old Dominion Ballroom

4 Memorial service for Dr. Kevin
P. Granata: 2 p.m., Blacksburg
Presbyterian Church

4 Relay for Life: 6 pm.,
Johnson-Miller Track

SATURDAY

4 Hokie Hangout: 1 pm. - 7 p.m,,
Old Dominion Ballroom

4 Hokies United picnic: 5 p.m., Drillfield

SUNDAY

4 Hokie Hangout: 1 pm. - 7 pm,,
Old Dominion Ballroom

4 Hokie Hike by YMCA around
Angels Rest: 1 pm,,
Old Dominion Ballroom
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